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Copyright ? By Ross Tobia, 1994

"Suppose you are a young married woman and have just found out that you
carry BRCA1 - the gene that brings an 85 percent chance of getting breast
cancer. You wanted to have children, and now, feeling suddenly nortal, you're
especially eager. But you don't want to pass the gene on to them and you realize

there is no way to avoid that...."?!

W1l you have the choice?

Is there any limt to the magnitude of consequence of a single decision
such as the decision to have a child? CGenetic research, if it's all it's cracked
up to be, will put into the hands of governments and nultinational corporations
the power to deternmine who or what is given the chance to run in the race for
survival of the fittest, before the starting gun is even sounded. But what will
be the consequences?

Who will make the vital selections that determine the prelimnary
finalists for the chance at |ife outside the wonb? In the brave new world of the
geneticist, it is unlikely it will be the geneticist himor herself. Perhaps if
we | ook at the | abs where genetic research goes on, we will see who controls the
geneticist and the dawn of specialized know edge |i ke 'psycho-genetics' and
'soci o- bi ol ogi cal -i munol ogy'. Do you think it will be the PARENTS of the
zygote? that will make the ultimate choice about its chances for life? Unlikely,
for the men who own the corporations of hospitals, the doctors, who control and
pressure parents to nmake their life altering decisions, are the same nen who own
t he pharnmaceutical corporation, the lab, and the scientist who supplies the
i nformati on on which the parents' choices are nade. It is the man who nakes the

lab for the scientist, that makes the bed for the parents, that determ nes the



envi ronnent of the child outside the wonb, that will ultinmtely make deci sions
bearing on a child s life in the wonb, even in vitro! These nen are the owners
of the corporations that supply life, and they are the ultimate m ddl enen on the
pl anet. They determ ne what goes into the solution holding the super cool ed
enbryos before in vitro fertilization, and what instrunments are used in the act
of in vitro fertilization, and what goes into the medicines routinely
adm nistered to the | aboring nother. These nmen determine, ultimately, the
advertisenents and 'expert' endorsenents, telling what is 'good" for the baby to
eat. It is those same nen who deci de what the manufacturer puts into the food
the nother buys for the baby to eat. Wo are these nen?

The nen at the "top' are really the ultimte m ddl enen of the world. They
are an elitist mnority who band together and concentrate as nuch wealth for
t hensel ves as possi bl e. When they trade anpngst thensel ves, the econom c systens
of nations are thrown into turnoil, governnments are overthrown in coups |ike
tel evi si on dramas, epics of news orchestrated by the corporate nmedia which these
men own. When they fight anongst thenselves there are world wars. There have
been two world wars this century. The second has lingered on as a 'cold war',
and now energes as the dragon of the 'new world order' which will be, preserved
by the |likes of George Bush and the CI A by the cause of the multinationa
corporations which these same nen own. These new spokesnmen are giving us the
same old lines, revanped. They are the lines of the mlitary-industrial conplex,
of the stockmarket giants, of the nen who hold the plunder of the industrialists
of the last century, like David Rockefeller, the grandson of John D. Rockefeller
Sr. Their famly lines neet with those of other men who rule this world by the
sheer mass of wealth, an aphrodisiac, a sort of magical power that keeps the
order thriving on. This is the line of the neo-industrialists. They supply the
money for transistor research, for the distribution of the newest, npbst powerfu
conmput er technol ogy, by the likes of Intel Corp and Mdtorola, and they provide

the capital for the I argest businesses that employ, by far, the great majority



of the laboring force — be they white collar, blue collar, skilled or unskilled.
Through the voice of gl obal advertising, right down to the radio in your living

room and the television in your bedroom they tell you what you need to have so
you can get what they want to sell you. They buy your skills when you sel

yourself in the job market. And they may ultimately determ ne what col or your

grandchild' s eyes will be, the color of her hair, what your great granddaughter
will eat for breakfast, and what your great grandson will need to be happy, and
what he will have to sell to survive

John Davi son Rockefeller developed his billion dollar fortune (in the |ate

19" and early 20'" century), by 'relentless' attention to the details of
acquiring wealth and the accunul ation of profit. John D. Rockefeller Sr.'s
flagshi p conpany was Standard O 1. He began with a $10, 000 i nvestnent, and
wrestled the conpany into his solitary hands. He edged out all conpetitive
interests in the drilling, refinenment, and distribution of oil, until Standard
O | Conpany was the Standard G| Trust. He was not a chanpion of |abor by any
means. His tactics included breaking any and all union activity, to the point of
hiring 'Pinkertons'® to disrupt, beat, molest, or even kill the perpetrators of

| abor organi zation. He extracted profit fromthe | aborer by enforcing the | owest
possi bl e wages. He was not concerned about the living condition of the |aborer
or the happiness of the working man, in fact, John Rockefeller Sr. believed that
si ckness and poverty were the result of inherent inferiority in the genes of the
| aboring class. M. Rockefeller's know edge of genetics and nedici ne were
primtive by today's standards. Little was known about ‘the gene’, which was
new y discovered in his tinme, and M. Rockefeller placed his nedical confidence
i n honmeopat hi sts who practiced a now defunct ‘sect’ of nedicine. But John
Rockefeller Sr. was interested in the health of his worker for another reason —
to squeeze nore hours fromthe | aborer. Rockefeller deenmed it wise to invest a

bit in keeping the workers free of debilitating di sease, when he could coll ect



on his investnment in the form of sustained production at his refineries. John
Rockefeller Sr. decided to go into the charity business for this reason, and he
set up a foundation to achieve his ains. Through the hand of his trusted captain
of philanthropy, John Gates, noney was al ways distributed selectively to further
t he Rockefeller cause. Funding was always restricted to societies that furthered
the Rockefeller interest of creating a professional nedical class of doctors
whom woul d oversee the adm nistration of medical practice to keep the worker
heal thy so the worker could work nore hours on a nore consistent basis. Mpney
was al so given to newmy energing scientific organizations which researched the
causes and remedies of illness so as to create a fund of know edge which coul d
be used to sustain the apparently healthful ainms of the Rockefeller trust. In
fact, the Anerican Medical Association (AMA), founded around 1870, was not
funded by Rockefeller until the organization adopted strict standards of
adm ssion based upon rigorous and sel ect education, the practice of professiona
medicine limted to the admtted, and the support of 'scientific' medicine based
upon the rigorous full-tinme research of acaden c doctors who were to adm nister
education in the new nedical schools which were accredited by boards of
physi ci ans and refornmers, also who were nenbers of the AMA. These inperatives
were Rockefeller inperatives, and they were adopted by the AMA, around 1920,
after CGates had selectively driven all but the 'professional’' nedical sects
bankrupt. The Honeopathic sect of nedicine was however spared because John
Rockefeller Sr. believed in the vital benefits of Homeopathy. The funding for
honmeopat hy was | ater elimnated by John Rockefeller Jr. on the basis that
scientific medicine, the pole thwart of the AMA, Gates, and Rockefeller, was
nore effective as a renedy for illness.

John D. Rockefeller Sr. was a premier of a small group of capitalists
that included Andrew Carnegie, captain of a world-wi de steel firm and WIlIliam
and Cornelius Vanderbilt, the railroad magnets. These nmen determnined the flow of

noney, the interest and wi thholding of capital, the environmental disposition of



the | aborers who had interests and were capital by thenselves, and what they
produced, and what, where, and when it was sold, and for how nuch. But it was
not Rockefeller's nor Carnegie's, nor Vanderbilt's capital in the formof raw
noney that nade these industrialists the dictators of global enterprise and
nmonopoly, it was their power over the |aborer. Labor was a two edged sword, a
ki nd of capital the Rockefellers of the world could wield, and at the sanme tine
| abor took a cut of what was produced. Labor as capital demanded the attention
of the Rockefellers, the Carnegies and the Vanderbilts. Historically, |abor

m ght revolt at anytine if the capitalists’ drumof profit was beaten too rapid
or loud, and sonetinmes it did. There was the anarchi st who shot President

Wl 1liam McKinley, and there was the Haymarket Square Bombi ng, and the Pull man
Strike. Labor was thinking it was not getting its fair share of the capital
Labor contested the bal ance of wealth when thousands | abored for a fewto
consune, those being the capitalists. Labor as capital posed that problem for
the capitalists. It was the hoarding of capital by the capitalists that m ght

upset the interest of the worker, resulting in revolution, at any tinme.

There is every reason to think the neo-industrialists who succeed the
capitalists, will seek to control the new fruits of genetic science with noney
and mlitary force. The new scientific technologies will actually produce
| aborers and warriors fromthe crib, not just weapons and nmachi nes. Genetic
science is the juicy mssing |ink between the neans of production, the capital
and the | aborer. The working man owns little capital but the shirt on his back
but soon the capitalists will determnmine whether that back is stocky or slim
white or black, blonde or blue, male or fenmle, possessing |ongevity, or free
fromillness. To nmake a man a | aborer, is sonmething the capitalists have done
psychol ogi cal |y and econonically al ready, but the neo-industrialists will not

rest until they deternmine the workers biological ‘suit’ fromcrib to grave.



"If we can create a manufacturing technol ogy that can precisely manipul ate
i ndi vi dual atons, we can inprove virtually every product made"“ Such technol ogy
woul d have a greater inpact on our lives than the industrial or the electronic
revol utions, indeed, it would be a neo-industrial revolution. "lIn a darker vein,
the sane technol ogy coul d produce agents that could kill humans while
di scrimnating between friendly and hostile forces”® or cancerous cells. These
are the ains of the neo-industrialists, and the nanme of the technology for which

"6 Nanot echnol ogy conbined with genetics is

they fight to win is "Nanotechnol ogy
sci ence called "nol ecul ar genetics". Ml ecular genetics is a very fine sword
that the neo-industrialist mlitary powers of the Wrld will sonmeday wi el d. The
wi nners of the wars they fight, and who survives them and those who live to buy
and sell in the wake of those wars, and what will be traded, will nobst likely be
owned and determ ned by the nen who own the mlitaries, and the scientists, and
the hospitals, and the in vitro fertilization, and the food banks of the world -
of course, the neo-industrialists.

But just how mi ght neo-industrial interests act to custom ze your baby?
Wel |, suppose the winners of the war for the controlling interest of nolecular
genetics decide that they would prefer a |arge force of brown-haired bl ue
collared workers and a relatively small force of blonde-haired white coll ared
workers, in order to create a pal pable division between managerial and | aboring
cl asses. The capitalists would begin mani pul ation of their npbst powerful
i deol ogi cal weapon — television. The corporate nedia woul d broadcast steadily,
maybe over years, with increasing frequency, the many advantages of having
bl onde hair enphasi zing that one can get a job like all the blonde heads do on
tel evision. Then the neo-industrialists would elimnate the dark-haired workers
fromthe white collar class with the weapon of mass-di scrimnm nation, and
stereotypi ng, which is encouraged, especially for the bl onde haired workers who
want to keep their higher paying positions (which are 'guaranteed' to them on

the television). Finally, to sort out the blue collar and white collar classes,



the neo-industrialists would begin introducing "tiny molecul ar nmedi ca
machi nes”’ into the food supply or into the blood stream at routine doctor
visits such as i muni zations. |nmunization nol ecul e machi nes woul d be m xed with

the ‘ genetic-hair-col or-deterni ner-nedical - nol ecul e- machi nes’ 8

supplied by the
neo-i ndustrial pharnmaceutical corporations. If that sounds all too conplicated
then i magi ne this. Consider the "Atom c Force M croscope” which is used by |BM

"This device uses a dianond tip, no larger than a single atom to take
pi ctures of atons based on el ectronic forces between atons. Researchers found
that the atomic force microscope can also be used to nove individual atonms. As
an exanpl e, researchers at IBM s Al maden Research Laboratories in San Jose have
used an atomic force microscope to place individual (atons) on a (nickel) to
spell out the conpany's |o0go."° The same nen who invest in the coffers of the
nanot echnol ogi sts are the sanme nmen who invest in genetic science. Nanotechnol ogy
is "the mother of all technol ogi es" as one nmenber of the think tank Nanothinc
put it1° The 'think-tankers' estimte the dawn of the neo-industrialist,
nanolithic age as cerca 2010-2030 A.D. These nmen with their thinking caps on
note that the world is ill prepared for the nanotechnic revolution, and they
ponder what will happen to the international economny, and they wonder what the
mlitary-industrial conplex will do with the power of Nanotechnol ogy behind it.

"For the mlitary not to be involved would be irresponsible, since they
have to make sure no technol ogies can threaten them The military also has the
noney, it has a long termview, it has the capabilities to research and devel op
technol ogi es and products relatively cheaply (they are the only organi zation
taking a |l ong-termview on Nanotechnology)."- Dr. Eric Drexler, coined the term
"Nanot echnol ogy" in the 1980's. !}

Who owns the controlling share of Nanotechnology? It is the nen who own
the | abs and pay the researchers, it is the owners of the conpanies, like |IBM
that apply the research and use the technology, it is the suppliers of the

mlitary-industrial conplex, and they supply this world with the neans of



production and transportation of food; but when it's your choice and you want to
feed your baby, you can get it at the local store, and when the food is prepared
with care right down to the very nolecule, and it feeds your baby right down to
the genes that live in the cells in the marrow of the bones, then the birthright
of your grandchildren, if your baby has the choice to have them wll be to hold
a very tiny but life riveting share of stock, in the Nanolithic age of the neo-

i ndustrialists.



Foot not es
1 Robert Wight, SF Exam ner, Oct 1994
2 Zygote - the cell fornmed by the fertilization of an egg and a sperm
3 Pinkertons - security police organization that protected, anong other persons,
Presi dent Abraham Li ncol n.
4-6 Tom Forenski, SF Exam ner, 10/16/94
6 Tom Forenski, SF Exam ner, 10/16/94
7 Tom Foremski, SF Exam ner, 10/16/94
8 coined by Ross Tobia, 1994.
9-10 Tom Forenski, SF Exami ner, 10/16/94

11 Tom Forenski, SF Exam ner, 10/16/94
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